
The New Black  
By: Lauren  

 
In Dallas, fashion is top 
priority for teen girls.  To 
keep up with the con-
stantly changing fashion 
trends, you need to be 
informed on the latest 
outfits, shoes, and acces-
sories that have teens 
flocking to the malls.  So, 
what is the new black in 
Dallas fashion?  Youôre 
about to find out. 

(Continued on page 5) 
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education and the Chris-
tian surroundings. ñTCA is 
a good school that helps 
me in my Christian walk,ò 
boasts Connor.  
 
TCA is divided into three 
different buildings: the 
lower school, the middle 

school, and the high 
school. The lower school 
is a huge, two-story build-
ing with a large play-
ground and a big soccer 
field. The middle school is 
an older building with bas-
ketball courts, swings, a 
gym for sporting events, 
and even a soccer field. 
The high school building 
has a living materials cen-
ter so older students can 
study animals, reptiles, 
and fish in the science 
wing. Top notch athletic 
facilities include Tom 

Landry football stadium, a 
great baseball stadium, 
softball and soccer fields, 
basketball courts, tennis 
courts and a wrestling 
room. Golf and swimming 
are offered off campus.  
 
What is life like in the mid-

dle school? 
In the fifth 
grade wing, 
young stu-
dents are 
just starting 
to become 
accustomed 
to life in 
middle 
school. In a 
separate 
hallway of 
this build-
ing, the 
sixth grad-
ers watch 
through 
glass doors 
at the 
slightly terri-
fying sev-
enth and 
eighth grad-

ers. Students study His-
tory and English together 
in a combined curriculum, 
Math, Science, Literature, 
Latin, PE, Keyboarding, 
and Fine Arts.  They also 
attend Bible classes and 
chapel. Trinity strives to 
keep the students busy, 
working hard, and to de-
velop young men and 
women for the glory of 
God. 
Missions  
All grades have a mission 
project that helps them to 

 
(Continued on page 3) 

Life at Trinity Christian 
Academy  

 
By: Westin, Drue, Avery, 
and Megan 
 
What is it like to attend 
Trinity Christian Academy 
Middle School in Dallas? 
Is it anything 
like school life 
at our Newsday 
Project partner 
schools in Min-
nesota, Austra-
lia, New Zea-
land, or South 
Africa? News-
day reporters 
from TCA want 
to take you on 
a tour around 
our school in 
Texas. 
 
Campus & 
Student Life  
Trinity Christian 
Academy, a 
private Chris-
tian school, is 
located in Addi-
son, Texas, 
which is a suburb in north 
Dallas. Our school pro-
vides a college-
preparatory education to 
students from kindergar-
ten all the way to the 
twelfth grade. Over 1,500 
students are enrolled dur-
ing the school year, but it 
is also busy in the sum-
mer because of the stu-
dents who choose to at-
tend classes in summer 
school. Ninety eight per-
cent of TCA graduates go 
on to college. People 
come here for the great 

Trinity Christian Academy in Addison 
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Newsday Global Project  
 
The Middle School Tech-
nology Class of 2009 has 
been hard at work com-
pleting the articles in this 
issue.  They are part of a 
Global Newsletter which 
includes articles from 
Texas, Australia, Mon-
tana, New Zealand, and 
South Africa.  
 
See page eight through 
thirteen for these articles. 

Editor: Megan Y.  



While interviewing Ms. 
Cox this week, she told 
me what it is like to organ-
ize an international trip for 
the high school students.  
ñAfter 9-11, it changed, 
and people were nervous 
about traveling.ò Any stu-
dent in 9

th
-12

th
 grade is 

eligible to go, and one 
adult sponsor goes for 
every six students. Once 
they fly to Europe, they 
use trains, electric trains, 
tour buses, and walking to 
get around.  One day, 
they figured out they had 
walked five to seven 
miles.  The TCA groups 
never visits the exact 
same places for several 
years so people can go all 
four years of high school 
and have new experi-
ences. Next year theyôre 
going to London. They 
visit museums, castles, 
statues, and local attrac-
tions.  The favorite part of 
the trip for Ms. Cox is see-
ing the studentsô faces 
and how happy they are 
when they get to experi-
ence Europe for the first 
time. 
 
Ms. Cox really enjoys the 
trip, and so do the stu-
dents who get the oppor-
tunity to go on this excit-
ing trip, and visit the 
beautiful places.  They 
experience new cultures, 
different types of transpor-
tation, and a wonderful 
time with friends. 

Classroom Around  
the World  

By: Hayley Q. 
 
At Trinity Christian Acad-
emy, the Upper School 
offers the wonderful op-
portunity for 9-12

th
 grad-

ers to go to Europe for ten 
days during spring break. 
They go for educational 
reasons, and visit at least 
three countries.  The 
group always goes to 
France, since the teacher 
who coordinates every-
thing, Ms. Cox, is 
a French teacher.  
This year the cit-
ies and countries 
visited were Nice, 
France; Monaco; 
Florence, Pisa, 
Siena, San 
Gimignano, As-
sisi, and Rome in 
Italy, and the Vati-
can City. 
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Claymation  
Station  

By Natalie T. 
 
How many students 
in middle school 
can say that they 
have created an 
original claymation 
movie?  Well, the 
Middle School 
Technology Class 
at Trinity Christian 
Academy can!  Our 
study of claymation 
began by discuss-
ing Hollywood pro-
duced claymations 
including ñWallace 
and Gromitò, 
ñChicken Runò, and 
ñJames and the Gi-
ant Peachò.  After a 
great deal of plan-
ning, we created 
our own, ranging all 
the way from sports 
claymations to his-
torical re-
enactments.  Our 
hardest project this 
year, by far, was 
the claymation pro-
ject.   
What is claymation?  
According to http://
diction-
ary.reference.com, 
ñclaymation is an 
animation process 
in which clay figu-
rines are manipu-
lated and filmed to 
produce an image 
of lifelike move-
mentò.   
 
To begin the clay-
mation project, we 
were put into 
groups by Mrs. 

Scott and we immediately 
went to work planning our 
stories.  First, we had to 
make a storyboard of 
what we were going to do 
in our project.  Then we 
made our backdrops out 
of brown boxes that we 
painted and decorated to 
go with our story.   
 
One of the hardest parts 
of this project was making 
our clay people.  We 
started out with pipe 
cleaners and wire to make 
the basic shape of our 
people. Then we used 
clay called ñplasticineò 
that never dries out. This 
was the trial and error part 
of the project because we 
did not discover until later 
that their feet had to be 
huge for the characters to 
be able to stand up.   
 
After we finished the 
backdrop and the clay 
people, each group took 
over 120 pictures with a 
digital camera, moving the 
characters less than one 
inch after each photo to 
create the illusion of 
movement.  To combine 
the pictures to make a 
moving video, we 
downloaded the pictures 
into animation software to 
adjust the timing.  We 
also added special ef-
fects, narration, and mu-
sic, while following copy-
right guidelines.   
 
Our projects were very 
unique and creative. They 
acted out scenes from the 
Olympics, the Boston Tea 
Party, a Civil War battle, 
TV shows, and even the 
2008 Presidential Elec-

tion.  The technology 
class entered their pro-
jects in ñThe Texas Media 
Awardsò, a contest open 
to all public and private 
schools in Texas. Guess 
what?! Our claymation 
entries have been named 
as first place, third place, 
as well as three Honor-
able Mentions in the ani-
mation category! The final 
awards were announced 
in Houston, Texas, on 
April 2. Congratulations, 
TCA Technology class! 

The Claymation  
characters  



reach out to others less fortu-
nate. Throughout the school year, TCA 
middle school sends their fifth through eighth grad-
ers on mission projects to help the poor and retired 
people around Texas. Fifth and sixth graders help 
with landscaping and cleaning at Wycliffe Bible 
Translators headquarters and clean cabins at Sky 
Ranch camp. Seventh grade helps out in the 
kitchen of a homeless shelter while eighth grade 
packs food and school supplies for families who 
have lost jobs, homes, or everything they own. One 
student said, ñThese mission trips are a good way 
to spread the message of the Holy Bible throughout 
the world.ò 
 
Trinity Christian Academy provides great school 
facilities along with an excellent academic educa-
tion. Texas is a great place to go to school no mat-
ter what age you are. 

(Continued from page 1) 

dle School 
Drama Two class 
does a spring show every year, 
was her response. Itôs a great way for the 
outgoing eight graders to have their final time in the 
spotlight before heading off to high school. The script for 
this play was given to the students on February 27 and 
the class will have a total of two months to prepare for 
their final performance. Right now all of the actors are in 
the early stages of characterization (getting to know and 
understand their characters in a more ñin depthò way).  
 
There are thirteen students involved in this show. All have 
had a great time working on this large project. When 
asked what her hopes were for this show Ms. Debter re-
plied, ñMy hope and dream is the show will be both de-
lightful and satisfying to the cast and audience.ò This 
show will be most suited to families, but the class and 
Mrs. Debter think that everyone will enjoy it no matter 
what age. When choosing to do this show, Mrs. Debter 
considered many different positives and negatives. To her 
knowledge Trinity has never done a murder mystery as a 
dinner theater. Also, instead of auditioning kids for the 
roles, Mrs. Debter tries her best to find a show that in-
cludes roles to fit all of the classôs personalities. This play 
in particular just seemed to fit.  It is also fun, light, and just 
the kind of thing middle school students enjoy performing. 
The set for this show will be minimal, but one of Trinityôs 
own seventh grade students will be handling all of the 
lighting and technical issues.  
But not every show can be all fun and games. Here are 
some of the challenges that Mrs. Debter and her students 
have faced. In order to work with the eighth graderôs 
schedules, the Commons (the place where the show is 
being performed) is only available two days a week. Even 
when the students are taking advantage of this rare time, 
it is not unusual for high school students to congregate in 
the back of the Commons and have rather loud conversa-
tions. This can be very distracting for the actors and their 
director.  
 
Lastly I asked Mrs. Debter if she could sum up the play 
and its experience (so far) in one sentence:  ñI have had 
this particular group of kids for three years, and itôs excit-
ing for me as their teacher/director to see them develop 
as actors and to have the opportunity to shine on stage.ò 
Being an actress myself, interviewing Mrs. Debter to find 
out more about this play was a very exciting experience 
for me. I cannot wait to go and see my fellow students 
perform what seems to be a very promising play. I also 
hope that by reading this article you will come and see it 
too. The bigger the audience, the better! 

The Middle School Murder Mystery  
By: Sarah K. 
 
On April 30, 2009 at 7:00 pm, a play called Dinner 
at Eight, Dead by Nine will be performed by the 
Drama Two class at Trinity Christian Academy. 
This fascinating murder mystery performance will 
take place in the High School Commons where a 
delicious spaghetti dinner will accompany the 
show. On March 16, 2009, I interviewed the 
teacher/director of this show Mrs. Dawna Debter. 
This talented lady has worked at Trinity for a total 
of four years. Since her start here she has been the 
Middle School drama/speech teacher. To find out 
more scoop about the upcoming show, I went be-
hind the scenes and did a personal interview with 
this amazing teacher.  
When starting the interview, I first asked Mrs. 
Debter how she decided to do this show. The Mid-

ñDinner at Eight, 

Dead by Nineò  

Playbill 
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Bible    English   Literature  Science 
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Texas Style Word Search 
By Lauren 

 

Word Bank:  
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Directions: Find all the words in the Word Bank for each word search. Then circle them in the word search and 
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Whatôs Entertaining You 
By Anna W. and Anna H. 

 
Wondering what movies are in? Which plays will leave you dazzled? What type of 
music is popular these days? After much research online and school surveys, 
these results will help you  óbe in the knowô concerning music and movies in the 
seventh and eighth grade at Trinity Christian Academy. 
 
Movies  

One very popular movie is Bolt starring the popular Miley Cyrus and John 
Travolta. It came out in the year 2008 and received wonderful reviews 
from critics and the kids in the seventh and eighth grade. It is rated PG 
and definitely recommended. The story is about a dog named Bolt who 
stars in a science-fiction television show, but he believes itôs real.  So, he 

decides to go on an adventure of his own.  Another great movie, Bride Wars, was 
a very exciting PG movie. This movie featured two brides whose weddings were 
mistakenly planned on the same day. One of them has to change the date, but 
who will it be? And finally, Nimôs Island. This movie was exciting and breathtaking. 
A girl named Nim and her dad, a scientist, are living on an uncharted island. They 
live there to do research. A ship comes into sight that tries to use their island for a 
vacation spot. Nimôs dad has gone on a trip for research, and she is all alone. How 
can she stop the ship and save her island? 
 
Music  

In music, the majority of students surveyed liked hip-hop music the best. 
Many girls have been listening to Taylor Swiftôs new CD Fearless which 
was released in 2008. Also, girls have been listening to Kelly Clarksonôs 
new CD All I Ever Wanted which has her hit song ñAll I Ever Wanted.ò 

Most boys have been listening to mostly rap and hip-hop.    
 
Plays  

One of the most exciting things to do in Dallas is to go see Broadway 
shows. For example, Wicked was a very well-liked musical/play that got 
spectacular reviews from almost all students. Wicked is about what hap-
pened before The Wizard of Oz. Havenôt you ever wondered what hap-

pened? Well, after watching this marvelous performance you will. Another breath-
taking play to go see would be The Lion King. It is based on the movie, and fea-
tures terrific dancing, singing, acting, and fabulous costumes. You wonôt regret 
going to see The Lion King. Finally, Hairspray was voted the #1 best musical to go 
to see in Dallas according to Trinity Christianôs 7

th
 and 8

th
 graders. Hopefully, this 

gives you a good idea of all the ñhipò entertainment out there. You are certain to 
enjoy watching and listening to these ñinò movies, music, and plays. Well, thanks 
for reading, and hopefully this review is rated a thumbs up from you!
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The most popular shirts are graphic and logo tees from top designers.  Hollister 
sells thin cut logo tees featuring their brand name in large print across the front for 
$19.50.  Abercrombie sells similar shirts with their brand name for $25-$30.  
Deliaôs has slim tees with bright graphics, usually with a popular saying, for $25-
$30.  For formal occasions, girls go to Limited Too for knee-length dresses with 
bright floral designs for $30-$43. 
 
No outfit would be complete without the right shoes.  At Juicy Couture, shoes with 
the brand name in large, eye-catching print include sneakers for $75 and flip-flops 
for $55.  Coach also has sneakers with their logo or bright patterns for $88-$108, 
along with comfortable flats with the repeated logo for $168-$178.  For those want-

(Continued from page 1) 

ing a bit of a different 
style, Sperry has leather 
boat shoes with thick 
leather threading at the 
seams for $80.  In the 
cold winter months, Ugg 
shoes are extremely 
popular. They are tall, 
leather boots that are fur-
lined on the inside for 
warmth and comfort and 
are available for$140-
$180.  When running for 
sports or simply walking 
long distances, tennis 
shoes are a must.  Finish 
Line has basic running 
shoes that are great for 
track sprints for $69-$100.  
Asics has sleek running 
shoes with striking colors 
and gel insoles for com-
fort for $50-$180. 
 
To give an outfit the fin-
ishing touch, it is impor-
tant to have the right ac-
cessories.  For jewelry, 
Juicy Couture has large 
necklaces and bracelets 
featuring nature, the 
brand name, and hearts 
for $78-$178. Juicy also 
has bright-colored bags 
with the brand name in 
large print on leather, can-
vas, or nylon for $198.  
Vera Bradley has large, 
bright-colored totes with 
eye-popping patterns for 
$30-$130. 
 
Armed with the knowl-
edge of the latest fashion 
trends, you can now shop 
with the confidence that 
you will be getting the 
coolest clothes in Dallas.  
So be the envy of all your 
friends with the latest 
trends when you wear 
what is now the new black 
in Dallas. 

Fashion is an important 
part of a teen girlôs life 

- Avery  



The Jungle in the City  
By Beth J. 
 
Something tells me itôs all happening at the zoo! At least thatôs true in Dallas, Texas. The Dallas Zoo is always an ap-
pealing site to visit while in town because of the rare and special species it contains of different kinds of animals and its 
pleasing outdoor décor. The Dallas Zoo welcomes visitors daily from 9:00 am to 4:00 pm except for Christmas. 
The Dallas Zoo has its land divided into four sections: the Wilds of Africa, the ZooNorth, the Childrenôs Zoo, and the En-
try Plaza. When you walk into the Dallas Zoo, you are greeted by the animated entry plaza with the Ele-
phant Fountain, the Lemur Lookout, or the Endangered Species Carousel creating a thrilling environ-
ment from the beginning. The Wilds of Africa is an exciting spot for visitors because of its various territo-
ries consisting of the forest, the mountains, the deserts, the river, the woodland, and the bush. Each 
environment contains animals that would be found in the real habitat. Next, the ZooNorth also contains 
various animals from different settings such as the Australian Outback or the ExxonMobil Endangered 
Tiger Habitat. The ZooNorth also consists of buildings like the large Mammal Building, or the Bird and 
Reptile Building. The final section in this zoo is the Childrenôs Zoo, which is home to The Farm, the 
Pony Trek, and The Underzone, which are all kid-friendly play areas where children can have enjoyable 
experiences learning about special kinds of animals. 
 
Visitors can take a break at the Prime Meridian Food Court or the Ndebele Café. They offer a place to 
rest your feet and consume delicious burgers, salads, sandwiches, pizza, or smaller snacks such as fries, chips, or 
scrumptious ice cream. The Prime Meridian Food Court is located in ZooNorth, and the Ndebele Café is found in the 
Wilds of Africa. 
In an effort to care for the environment, the Dallas Zoo is ensuring their employees follow all rules and regulations on 
recycling, and reaching out to citizens and businesses and encouraging them to help prevent pollution. In addition to 
their other work, they are collecting old or used cell phones through a program called ECO-CELL. By donating a cell 
phone, they are helping preserve a gorilla habitat. They also help keep our world clean in many other ways which are 
written in their environmental policy. Because of the importance of education, they have recently upgraded to a new 
level of viewing for their park with the Zoo RangerTM. During this two-hour tour, a Dallas Zoo employee will give you ñA 
Closer Lookò with their educational program to explain the behavior of the animals while you enjoy exciting trivia over 
each theme.  
 
Since 1888, the Dallas Zoo has been an excellent way to spend your time while visiting Dallas. 
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